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1. EMBASSY ATHENS SHOULD INFORM PROFESSOR AND MRS. BATES 
DEPARTMENT SHARES THEIR DISAPPOINTMENT RE COURT'S DEFERRAL 
OF VERDICT BUT OF COURSE PREEERS THIS TO HARSH SENTENCE 

OF TYPE COURT MIGHT HAVE ISSUED HAD IT BEEN OBLIGED TO ACT 
AT THIS TIME, WHEN AS RESULT SEPT 13 SYRIAN-ISRAELI AIR 
BATTLE THERE IS MUCH ANTI-AMERICAN SENTIMENT IN SYRIA. 
EMBASSY SHOULD ASSURE BATES THAT DEPARTMENT IS CONSIDERING 
WHAT MIGHT BE DONE AT THIS STAGE TO HELP JONATHAN, THOUGH 
REALISTICALLY COURSES OF ACTION OPEN TO US ARE VERY LIMITED. 
WE HOPE SOON TO BE IN POSITION DISCUSS OUR THINKING ON THIS 
MORE IN DETAIL. 
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2. DEPARTMENT DOES NOT RPT NOT BELIEVE IT WOULD BE APPRO- 
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PRIATE TO ATTEMPT TO DISCOURAGE PROFESSOR BATES VISITING 
BEIRUT IN OCTOBER FOR TALKS WITH CARDILLI OR GOING ON TO 
DAMASCUS AFTER THAT TO SEE JONATHAN, AS LONG AS THERE 
IS NO REAL REASON TO BELIEVE THAT VISIT BY HIM TO DAMASCUS 
WOULD DAMAGE JONATHAN'S CASE. PROFESSOR BATES SPEAKS 
FLUENT FRENCH. HE IS EULLY AWARE OF DANGER TRIP POSES TO 
HIS HEALTH, BUT KNOWS ALSO THAT AT HIS AGE AND GIVEN HIS 
CONDITION THIS MAY BE HIS LAST OPPORTUNITY TO SEE HIS SON. 

OUR POSITION SHOULD BE THAT, BEARING IN MIND STRAIN TRIP 
WILL PLACE ON HIS HEALTH, DECISION IS ENTIRELY FOR 
PROFESSOR AND MRS. BATES TO MAKE. 

4. AT OUR LAST CONTACT, MRS. BATES WAS FULLY AWARE OF 
REASONS FOR HER NOT ATTEMPTING MAKE TRIP TO DAMASCUS AND 
WAS AGREED NOT TO TRY. RUSH 
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